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– Is an occurrence with casualties that 
can be readily managed using local 
resources within a region. 

• Mass Casualty Incident
– Exists when the numbers, severity, 

and diversity of injuries overwhelm
the local medical resources within a 
region.
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w • Project Background (Oct/Nov 2010)

– Region 4 Commission requested:
• develop a process to manage small scale 

events
• address patients that meet LERN criteria 

vs. non LERN
– Work Group Formed

• hospital and EMS representatives
• evaluate use of standard disaster triage 

scheme
– START and JUMP START (Peds), 

• incorporate LERN Communications 
Center operations into a pre-hospital 
response plan to manage small scale 
events.  
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w A draft process    
was developed 
incorporating 
LERN operations 
into existing pre-
hospital scene 
management 
guidelines within 
region 4.   
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Response Network will:
– Enhance the ability to respond to an 

MCI
– Equitably direct injured patients to 

multiple Emergency Departments 
– Effectively use available resources
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w • LERN Board EMS Work Group 
(EWG)
– Evaluate and Recommend Standard 

Disaster Triage System
• START/JUMP START and SALT are very 

similar. Both use color coding system for 
triaging patients. 

• SALT derived from existing triage 
schemes. One system is used for both 
adult and pediatric patients.

• SALT endorsed by ACS, ACEP, NAEMSP, 
and appears to meet criteria to be 
developed as a national triage standard.  
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w – EWG Recommendations:

– Modify LERN Standard Entry Criteria 
to include a category of MCE/MCI

– Adopt the use of SALT triage scheme 
for use of MCI 

– Pilot the protocol and process in 
Region 4 for 6 months once EMS and 
Hospital education on SALT is 
completed. 

– EWG to provide analysis of protocol 
and process at the end of the 6 
month study.

– EMS  and Hospital education .
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• LERN Entry 
Criteria Revised 
4/18/2011
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